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MY STORY WITH THE CLAN

This year 2016 being
the 70th anniversary of our
Singapore Nanyang See's Clan
Association marks a milestone in
the history our Association. The
past presidents have prevailed

Si Tiang Peng

against many obstacles and
financial difficulties to bring us to
our present state - especially the
last three presidents, See Yong
Leng, Madam See Chain Fai and

presently See Yong Hai.




rented

From a humble

premise, the Association now
owns the whole building which
has enabled us to be financially
independent, and also able to
carry out and plan future activities,
like gathering together socially as
a family unit for outings and durian
feasts!

We have to thank the
courageous and enthusiastic See
Ah Teck who at that point in time
took upon himself the responsibility
of ensuring that we have a place
to call our own. He forked out
from his own pocket, the deposit
necessary to ensure that we
have the option to purchase the
building and the rest is now as we
say - History.

Although we are small in
numbers and in a very small
country called Singapore we are
in fact a beacon o our other
“family” members in South East
Asia much much bigger than
us and our committee must be
congratulated for their unceasing
strive towards excellence beyond
compare.

NANYANG SEE’S CLAN
ASSOCIATION - uniquely stands

out as Singapore, even without
the words Singapore. Majulah dan
Berjaya NANYANG SEE'S CLAN
ASSOCIATION!

Myself being handicappedin
Mandarin and my own dialect in
Hokkien, why and what am | doing
in the Associatione Even today,
| can only probably guess what
is going on in the meetings and
need to ask someone anything
that | don’t understand.

However, over the years |
did benefit from attending the
meeting in that | can at least
understand the Hokkien dialect
better and also perhaps a
smattering of Mandarin.

My late father used to bring
me to the Association meetings
when | was very young, perhaps
about twelve years old, as he was
a very active and ardent member
of the association. | really do not
know nor understand what was
going on during these meetings. |
only knew that we had an annual
dinner at the Association premises
every vyear. “Catering” was
provided by cooking along the
roadside in front of the Association

premises and bringing up the
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dishes upstairs to about four to five
tables of guest.

The primary reasons for many
such associatfions in  Singapore,
is for social self-assistance and
protection. If | am not wrong, the
main aim was fo provide social,
moral and financial support to any
family belonging to the association
especiallyin atime of bereavement.
On happieroccasions, such aswhen
one's children are getting married,
an invitation to a wedding dinner
is yet another probable source of
funds to assist the newly married to
get a startin life.

Also being a “community” in
a foreign land, should any member
be unjustly aggrieved, at least a
delegation can be formed for the
aggravation to be addressed. It
should be noted that in the earlier
years, most members are what we
would call “Sin Keh” or new guest
- all probably from different villages
in China especially from Fukien
province for our clan. Hence the
importance of clan associations.

| was told that one of the
biggest turnout of our clan members
was at the funeral of my late father

in 1965. Perhaps subconsciously in

gratitude for the support that we
had received | tried to be present
at every funeral wake of any clan
member that arises.

| was greatfly surprised at
the dedication of the both the
late "Chwee Chao” and “Leng
Tu” two elderly members of the
Association who were caretaker for
our premises, informing members of
ongoing activities and in planning
bus tfransport for clan members who
wanted to be in attendance at
member's wakes.

| was deeply touched by their
care and concern for my welfare
after my father passed away and
we had many memorable morning
breakfast together with Fish Head
with yam and of course Hokkien
mee.

| also marveled at the patience
and dedication of Berwin See’s (the
award winning logo “king”) support
towards our clan Association and
also of his father who also enquired
every so often after my welfare and
to whom | always gave a lift to his
home in Geylang, knowing that he
was a very close friend of my late
father.

The other reason for being at




the meetings is perhaps my desire
to further explore my family lineage

and ancestry from the village from
where my late father came from - in
Yun Xiao - the same villoge where
Madam See Chain Fai also came.
My grandfather died in China.
| do know that my father had a
brother who also died in China. My
grandmother died in Singapore and
is buried in Bukit Brown. My auntie,
the elder sister of my father also
died in Singapore and because of
differences in family affairs, we had
lost touch with three cousins (2 boys
and their sister). Another sister of my
father who came later from China
has also lost touch with us, again
due to family differences.

With the help of Madam See
Chain Fai, we went with the clan
to Yun Xiao some years back as
there was a meeting of the World
See’s Clan held in Xiamen. Yun Xiao
is about an hour's or so drive from
Xiamen. In fact, we went to Xiamen
three times.

We met our relatives on two
of these visits but are still unable to
tfrace our lineage as our relatives

were not related “biologically”.
As you know in ancient times

when a family lacks children, they
either buy or adopts children to
take on their surname to ensure
continuation of their family name.
So these relatives are children
from these non-biologically related
offspring  of
lineage.

my grandfather’s

Well, See Cheow Hay, our
vociferous and lively secretary, told
me it is not possible for them to not
know, but for whateverreasons they
chose not to disclose we respect
their decisions. However, we were
able to draw a family tree from
the sketchy details they chose to
tell. Perhaps one day all will come
to light (for all that are hidden will
come to light one day).

| am grateful for the tolerance
of the clan members towards me
for being practically no help at all
to the clan and also appreciative of
their trust in me choosing me to be
their treasurer or assistant treasurer
in rotation for a number of years.
| consider this an honor and look
forward to many more good years
to come for the Association and
continue to shine in this part of the
world, if not the whole world!
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